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Dam Update

By Adam Elliott, Dam Committee Chair
We are progressing toward completion of the dam
reconstruction project. In April, we sent out all bidding
documents and received six responses. The bids were
opened at the offices of Morgan & Parmley on May 18th,
2018. The lowest bid was $204,985 which was 25% less
than the next lowest bidder. The bid was awarded to
John S. Olynick, Inc. in Gilman, WI. Our engineer, Larry
Gotham has worked on many dam projects with Olynick
and has nothing but good things to say.

Cash flow is needed to pay the construction company
$204,000 upon completion. We have a balance of
$72,922.77 in the dam project account. Due to timing and
cashflow, we will need to borrow additional funds. The
additional funds needed will be $100,000-$140,000.
Catch up on previous dam updates at
https://blakelake.org/news/.

The overall dam project cost is still a bit in flux but is
now estimated at $250,000–$270,000 when everything is
completed. Olynick wants to begin construction in July.
We are working with them on solidifying the project plan
and associated dates of completion. Earlier, our engineer
had suggested that the project would take about six weeks
to complete once construction begins.
On July 5 we were notified that we are the recipients of a
Municipal Dam Grant through WI DNR in the amount of
$128,674.50. The grant will cover up to 50% of our overall
cost of the project. The cost includes construction costs as
well as all other associated costs (legal, engineering, etc.).
The DNR grant program is a reimbursement program —
paid after the project is complete. The final paper work
would probably not be done until late fall, and we may not
get reimbursed by the DNR until early 2019.
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BLPR District Leadership

Board Positions Open in August

Sam Rivers Weber Chair
2cherokeerivers@gmail.com
(715) 554-1054

Two current board members will be completing their 3-year term of office
this year, Shelley Rodriguez and Jen Wistrcill. Jen will not be renewing and
Shelley will be running again to be re-elected. Elections take place at our
Annual Meeting on Saturday, August 18. Now is the time to think about
serving on the board. For more information contact Sam Rivers Weber at
2cherokeerivers@gmail.com or (715) 554-1054.

Shelley Rodriguez Commissioner
shelleyrodriguez2010@gmail.com
(651) 253-3093
Jen Wistrcill Treasurer
wistrcill@yahoo.com
(651) 280-7196
Peggy Lauritsen Commissioner
plauritsen@pldg.com
(612) 940-2006
Caarin Pannkuk Secretary
caarin@thepropertygeeks.com
(651) 208-7404

The Blake Lake Bugle is a publication
of the Big Blake Lake Protection and
Rehabilitation District. The Bugle is
published seasonally for friends and
members of the district. To receive lake
news, send your email address to Peggy
at plauritsen@pldg.com or mail to the
address below.

Lake District Board Commitment:
•
•
•

•
•
•

The Board shall nominate one or more members for any vacant
positions. Additional nominations are presented at the annual meeting
and willing to serve may be taken from the floor.
The Board consists of a Chairman, a Treasurer, a Secretary and
commissioners.
Beyond the Spring meeting and the Annual meeting, the Board is
also required to meet within 60 days of the Annual meeting. Other
meetings are held as lake district business demands. Over the past
couple of years, the board has met 4+ times each year to follow up on
business related to the dam, the new lake management plan and new
channels of communication.
Board meetings are held in person if possible or via teleconference.
Board members are asked to serve three year terms.
Board members are not compensated for their board service.

Changes to District Board Roster
Adam Elliott has resigned his position as district Co-Chair effective
May 19, 2018. Many thanks to Adam for his volunteer service over the past 5
years. Adam will remain Chair of the Dam Committee. Sam Rivers Weber’s
new title is Chair.
Caarin Pannkuk was appointed by the Board to replace Adam Elliott, effective
June 30, 2018. Caarin’s title is Secretary for a 14-month term. Caarin will replace
Peggy Lauritsen in the role of Secretary. Peggy’s new title is Commissioner.
Meet new Board member Caarin Pannkuk
Caarin lives in Lakeville, MN with her husband Joe and
two active young daughters, Autumn and Afton. Caarin
and Joe own property on Blake Lake and both of their
parents have property on Blake Lake as well. On July 8,
Caarin’s parents, Dan and Carla Hagen, are celebrating
their 30th year on Blake Lake!
Caarin has a true passion for the well being of Blake
Lake. She is passionate about keeping the lake healthy
and safe for many generations to come. Her favorite moments on the lake are
the quiet moments, when she can take her kayak around and enjoy the loon
calls, the souring eagles, and the otters playing!
During the week, Caarin is a real estate agent for Berkshire Hathaway
Homeservices Lovejoy Realty-The Property Geeks. She is a real estate geek
who views her career as her life’s calling. As The Property Geeks’ leader, she
inspires passion and enthusiasm in her colleagues in every aspect of the
industry. Caarin was named one of Minneapolis St. Paul Magazine’s Super
Agents of 2017 and 2018. Caarin is licensed in Minnesota & Wisconsin,
specializes in residential, vacation & investment properties and is certified in
relocation, luxury homes & staging.
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Save the Dates
Annual Meeting
Saturday, August 18, 2018
8:00–9:00am Pancake breakfast / Door Prizes / Lake Fair
9:00–11:00am Annual Meeting
Georgetown Lutheran Church
We hope you will be joining us at the Annual Meeting. Come early to get your seat, enjoy
a pancake breakfast and visit with friends… and win a fabulous door prize before 9am!

“Ask The Expert” — Property Visits
Friday, August 24
Do you have questions about water quality, shoreline, native plantings, rain gardens, water run off, erosion, trees,
conservation, etc. on your property? Wish you had an expert to take a look? Now is your chance! We will feature
expert biologist, Jeremy Williamson, Polk County Land and Water Resources 30-minute site visit at 8 properties,
from 9am to 4pm. Sign up for a time slot. Free.

Healthy Lakes Tour
Saturday, September 1, noon to 3pm
Join a tour of the projects members have been doing to improve water quality on our
lake! Projects include shoreline restoration with native plantings, rain gardens, and
water diversion. There will be 6-13 properties on the tour. A map will be available
August 18 at the Annual Meeting. Learn more about Healthy Lakes Program here at
http://healthylakeswi.com/.

Clean Boats, Clean Waters End-of-Season Picnic
Saturday, Sept. 8, 4-6pm
Annual end-of-season potluck for CBCW volunteers. Everyone brings an appetizer
and your favorite camp chair. Wear your CBCW t-shirt for a picture that will be taken.
Clean Boats, Clean Waters Volunteers (and family and friends welcome!)
Where: Blake Lake, north end, east boat landing.

Grant Applications Due
December 1 and February 1

Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention
April 10-12, 2019

Calendar questions? Contact Peggy at plauritsen@pldg.com or 612-940-2006.
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Water Stewardship Actions
You Can Do
Clean water is everyone’s responsibility, and we can all do our part to help protect this vital natural resource. Here are the top 10 stewardship
actions individuals can take — alone or with friends and neighbors — to help protect and restore waters for future generations.

In Your Home

In Your Yard & Garden

1.

Use salt wisely. Excess chloride can be toxic to aquatic life
in lakes, rivers and streams. Winter road deicers are the
primary source of chloride, and it only takes 1 teaspoon of
salt to permanently pollute 5 gallons of water.

4.

2.

Don’t flush your pills. Pharmaceuticals in surface waters
can impact fish and other aquatic wildlife. Expired or
unwanted medications should never be flushed or disposed
of down the drain. If it goes down the drain, it goes in your
water. If your local drug store does not participate in a drug
take-back program, contact your county solid waste
office, or visit DisposeMyMeds.org to find nearby drug
take-back programs.

Rake up, sweep up, pick up. Leaves, grass, lawn chemicals,
trash and winter salts can wash into rivers, lakes and
streams. Remember: if it’s in our streets, it’s in our streams.
Remove these materials from your yard, street, sidewalk and
driveway before they wash into the lake or river.

5.

Keep the raindrop where it falls. Excess runoff contributes
to higher flows and can carry pollutants into local rivers
and lakes. Make sure your downspouts are directed to rain
gardens and other areas that can use the water — not onto
your driveway, street or sidewalk. Capture and store runoff
with rain gardens, rain barrels and perennial vegetation
before it reaches the lake.

3.

Avoid microplastics in your purchasing. Microplastics are
tiny pieces of plastic that end up in the environment through
the breakdown of litter, car tire wear, or after plastics in
clothing are washed down the drain. Microplastics present
potential risks to wildlife and human health, and can be
found in the water, sediment and aquatic life. Download
the smartphone app from www.beatthemicrobead.org to
scan product labels and determine whether they contain
microbeads. Consumers can also choose clothing made from
natural fibers, avoid single-use plastics such as plastic bags
and take-out containers.

6.

Maintain a lake or river-friendly yard. Healthy yards can
help reduce runoff pollution and improve habitat. If you use
lawn chemicals and fertilizers, use them wisely (never overapply) and avoid any use of phosphorus.

Source: Friends of the Mississippi River, http://stateoftheriver.com/
stewardship-guide/, FMR.org

Did you know?
The area of land that drains to a lake is called a watershed.
Big Blake Lake is situated within the Upper Apple River
Watershed, which is the largest watershed in Polk County,
125,074 acres.
The Big Blake Lake watershed is 15,369 acres.
Big Blake Lake is a drainage lake. Water is new
approximately every 36 days.

Clean Water
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Think About Your Role As
Shoreland Owner
Restore Your Shore
The way you manage your property affects the entire
lake ecosystem.
Maintain a strip of native trees, shrubs, wildflowers,
grasses and sedges 35 ft. wide back from the ordinary
high water mark. Shoreland buffers help protect our
lake from nutrients, pollutants and sediments in
runoff from the land. Deep-rooted native plants can
limit erosion while offering a place for wildlife.
Reprinted from: Who’s Who…Contacts for Your Waterfront
Property, published by PCALR.

Resources For Native Plants & Trees
Dragonfly Gardens
Amery, Wisconsin (HWY 46)
715-268-7660
www.dragonflygardens.net
Landscape Alternatives
Shafer, Minnesota (HWY 95)
651-257-4460
www.landscapealternatives.com
Prairie Restoration
Scandia, Minnesota (HWY 97)
651-433-1437
www.prairieresto.com
National Wildlife Federation
(Native plant finder tool)
Do you need an easy search by zipcode for native
trees and shrubs for your property? This site has
great colorful photos of selections too! See
https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/Plants.

Share the Shoreline
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Our AIS Plan: Control + Prevent
Aquatic invasive species (AIS), is a huge concern for lakes statewide. Invasives
threaten to destroy native habitat for fish and other wildlife, property value and
the quality of recreation on the water. The majority of our district budget is
directed at managing the invasive weed we’ve harvested for more than a decade,
curly leaf pondweed.
Here is what our district is doing to control and prevent invasives:
1.

Harvesting late May to September - invasive weed, curly leaf pondweed

2.

Clean Boats, Clean Waters Program – free boat checks at 2 landings, educate
boaters about prevention steps. We perform 300 - 400 volunteer hours per
season and this year have hired 400 PAID hours during high traffic weeks
(75% paid by DNR grant).

3.

Educate and inform district members – meetings 2x year, displays,
website, newsletter

4.

Monitoring for new invasives: zebra mussels, Eurasian milfoil. Tom Borden has installed 4 zebra traps around the lake; in 2018
we hired Polk County Land & Water Resources to monitor 276 intercept points, 2 times per season to look for new infestations
of invasives.

5.

Rapid response plan ready for new infestations.

Curly Leaf Pondweed

Extra caution: Eurasian Milfoil
Infected lakes: Cedar, Horseshoe, Pike, Long Trade, St. Croix River and 150 Twin Cities Lakes!
Extra caution: Zebra Mussels
Infected in Polk County: Deer Lake (2016)
Infected in St. Croix County: Bass Lake and Lake St. Croix, St. Croix River, and Forest Lake; Twin Cities: 141 waters!

Thank You! Clean Boats, Clean Waters Volunteers

Back row L to R: Jim Mitchell, Mike Rogge, Sue Ogren, Jodi Binfet,
Jim Maxwell, Gregg Goulette, Jacci Quist, Peggy Mitchell, Tom Borden,
Diane Borden; Seated in front: Adam Elliott, Abby Elliott and Joan Maxwell.

Gabe Benjamin-Rivers and Peggy Lauritsen.

Protect Habitat
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Wisconsin Transport Laws for Boaters and Anglers
•

Inspect your boat, trailer and equipment.

•

Remove any attached aquatic plants or animals (before launching, after loading and before transporting on a public highway).

•

Drain all water from boats, motors, and all equipment.

•

Never move live fish away from a waterbody.

•

Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash.

•

Buy minnows from a wisconsin bait dealer. You may take leftover minnows away from any state water and use them again on that
same water. You may use leftover minnows on other waters only if no lake or river water, or other fish were added to their container.

CBCW Volunteers participated in “ DNR Landing Blitz”
Thousands take to the water on the fourth July week for the state’s busiest boating holiday, and many are
greeted at boat landings by volunteers sharing a simple but powerful message: “You have the power to
protect lakes and rivers from aquatic invasive species”. Our volunteers participated in the recent 10th
annual statewide DNR Landing Blitz, June 30 to July 4, to remind boaters about ways to stop the spread
of invasive species such as zebra mussels, Eurasian milfoil and curly leaf pondweed.
This year we have paid staff (400 hours per season) and volunteers (300 hour per season) at the boat
landings on Blake Lake aimed at preventing the spread of invasive species, especially during busy
weekends and holidays. Volunteers are needed to perform free boat checks a few hours a month during
the summer. Please contact Peggy at 612-940-2006 to sign up.

Clip and Save
Water Safety Tips — Be Safe on the Lake This Summer!
Share with visitors, guests and renters
Boating checklist: Is there a fire extinguisher on the boat and a throwable floatation device? Test all of the
lights work for sunset cruising? Is there a life jacket on board for everyone? Leave alcohol on shore and
never use alcohol before or during operating a craft on the water.
Life jackets: required for kids under 13. A life jacket is required for every person on your boat.
Sunset to sunrise: Wisconsin law... no skiing, no towing, no jet skis.
Slow-no-wake zone: Please respect the law, fellow boaters and your neighbors, in the narrow channel centrally located on Blake Lake.
It is a slow-no-wake zone, defined as the minimum speed required to maintain steerage. Includes all boaters and jet skis.
Boaters watch your distance, 100 FEET: WI law prohibits boaters within 100 feet of shoreline, docks, rafts, piers, swimmers and
buoyed restricted areas.
Jet skis watch your distance, 200 FEET: Cannot operate at a speed greater than slow-no-wake within 200 feet of the shoreline of any
lake. You are required to cut back to slow-no-wake speed when passing within 100 feet of other boats, including other jet skis.

Water Safety
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Save the Date

Annual Meeting: Saturday, August 18, 2018
8:00–9:00am Pancake breakfast / Door Prizes / Lake Fair
9:00–11:00am Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting Agenda

Announcements
August 18, 2018 — BLPRD Board Meeting to
follow Annual Meeting at Georgetown Lutheran Church.

Annual Business
1. Approval of 2019 Annual Budget: / 5 min
2. Vote: Election of 2 new commissioners — 3-year terms
currently held Shelley Rodriguez and Jen Wistrcill / 15 min

Saturday, July 6, 2019 — Boat Parade (July 4th is Thursday), 4:00pm
BLPRD 2019 Annual Budget: Vote to approve
Category 				Budget
Aquatic Plant Mgmt
		
$2,500
WI Lakes Partnership Convention 		
$1,500
Dues					$ 475
Harvesting weeds 			
$8,500
Insurance 				$4,500
Admin					$4,525
Lake Mgmt Plan 				
$5,700
TOTAL 					$27,700
See Spring Meeting Minutes here: https://blakelake.org/records/

1988 S. Baker Road
Balsam Lake, WI 54810

New Business
1. Polk County Updates / 5 min
2. Georgetown Updates / 5 min

Saturday, August 17, 2019 — Annual Meeting, 8:00am–11:00am
(3rd Saturday in August)

SAVE THE DATE

Committee Reports
1. Dam Update: 20 min
2. Lake Management Plan (LMP): (Rodriguez) / 5 min
3. Healthy Lakes Program: (Lauritsen) / 5 min
4. AIS / Clean Boats Clean Waters: (Lauritsen) / 5 min
5. APM Harvey Report: / 5 min
6. Grants Update: (Weber) / 1 min
7. WI Lakes Partnership Convention 2019 / 2 min

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — Spring Meeting, 8:30am–11:00am
(3rd Saturday in May)

Annual Meeting:
Saturday, August 18, 2018
8:00–9:00am Pancake breakfast / Door Prizes / Lake Fair
9:00–11:00am Annual Meeting

Welcome and Introductions, Recognition of New Members
& Volunteers
Approval of Minutes
Treasurer’s Report
Old Business

Georgetown Lutheran Church
877 190th Ave, Balsam Lake, WI 54810

